In sub-Saharan West Africa, substantial archaeological evidence only appears from about 2000 bc. From that time onwards, sites with large proportions of fish-bones and large numbers of fish taxa, including open-water fish, are known. Deep-water fishing requires a well-developed fishing technology. Links have been made between the sites and modern, specialized fishers. However, because of the high component of crops in the diets of mod ern fishers, the recent levels of specialization were probably only possible with the ap pearance of fully fledged farming around the beginning of the current era. The exploita tion of aquatic resources in Holocene West Africa is discussed, mainly based on archaeo zoological evidence from the Lake Chad area. The methodology used, especially regard ing quantification, is also presented.
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